| sad Ms. Nizenski.

orses

Armstrong, HSUS  vice president  for
Companion  Animmals, introduced The
HSUS's new Animal Sheltering magazing.
“This magazinc s the first of many mnitia-
tives we've planned to help us strengthen
our ties to people in the ficld,” said Ms,
Armstrong,.

For some show participants, like Ms.
Schultz, networking gave her the oppor-
tumty o learn from people at larger,
more established humane agencics. For
others, like Califorma lawyer Arlene
Nizenski, speaking with people in the
ficld added fuel to thoughts about switch-
ing carcers. “I feel great about the people
['ve met in terms of job opportunitics,”
“And I've lcarned a
lot more about solving the problems fac-
ing this field.”

Whether networking with colleagues,
learning in seminars, or discovering new
products and services in the Exhibit Hall,
attendees of Animal Care Expo 96 ab-
sorbed new ideas 1o help their work. They
also got & much-needed break from their
jobs, in which animal suffcring is part of
the daily rcality.

Animal Care Ixpo has become a fix-
turc on the calendars of animal-care pro-
fessionals i the United States and abroad.
“Were going to stick with the formula
that’s made the show such a suecess,” says
John Dommers, Expo dircctor. “We're
working to expand the training workshops
and provide the highest guality that we
can, We're also looking to bring in more
exmbitors of interest to atlendecs.”

Carroll S. Thrift, HSUS vice president
for Marketing, echoes those remarks.
“We're planning some new programs te

| keep the Expo fresh and exciting over the
| next five years,” he said. “We’ll pursue all
I avenues that will enhance the work of ani-

mal-care personnel.”
Shirley Hendrixson, cruelty mvestiga-

MARK THOSE CALENDARS
oin The HSUS and animal-protec-
- «¥tion advocates from around the
world next year in Orlando, Florida, for
Animal Care Expo 97! Mark your cal-

endars now for February 12t0 15.  [J
|

tor for Alliance Agaimst Animal Abusc, in
Albuquerque, New Mexico, attended the
1992 and the 1996 Expos. “This year's
Expo is even better [than the first],” she
said. “There were mere exhibitors, more

interesting seminars, and it was better or-
ganized. The HSUS is doing its usual fan-

tastic Jobx. I enjoyed it very mueh."—Geofff

Handy, director of combnmications, Com-
panion Aninials

LEGISLATION

Long-Awaited Progress for Horses

Federal law will help the slaughter bound

n March 28 the US. Congress

passed Jegislation that could

meaningfully reduce the suffer-
ing of morc than a hundred thousand hors-
s sent to slaughter cach year. Incorporat-
ed into the 1996 farm bill, the
Commercial Transportation of
Equines for Slaughter Act
direcets the US. Depart-
ment of Agriculture (US-
DA) to cstablish regula-
tions that profect slaugh-
ter-bound horses, mules,
ponics, and donkceys from
widespread  abuses, doc-
umented during HSUS un-
dercover  investigations  (see
the Summer 1995 HSUS News),
Althiough the {inal mcasure fell short of
our initial hopes duc to intense last-
minuic  opposition  from  the
livestock industry, we view
the new law as a positive
step  toward  addressing
crucitics that have per-
ststed for decades.

There 1s a widespread
netion that old, lame, and
unwanted horses are re-
tired to pasture or humane-
ly destroyed. The vast majori-
ty of these “surplus”™ ammals arc
sold at auction. Because horses are not
considered food animals i the United
States, fow Americans realize that their
former companmions oflen become  the
property of “killer buyers™ when sold at
auction. Afler sale these once-cherished
animals are shipped for hundreds or even

thousands of miles to one of cight cquine
slaughterhouses in the United States, Vir- |

tually all of the mceat from these facilities |

15 shipped fo foreign markets.

been crammed into double-deck
livestock trucks designed to
transport cattle, who arc

time they arrive at a
slaughter plant, most
horses have been deprived
of food and water for
many hours before loading

tional days on vehicles. Mares
and stallions, draft horses and tiny
ponies, foals and adults, healthy animals

{inal trip.
Through the USDA reg-

would help remedy such

& " climination of double-deck live-
stock trucks in horse transport and tor

Rep. Bill Goodling (lop) and Sen. Mitch
McConnell showed considerable tenacity
in keeping the hovse-iransport hill alive.

and for as long as two addi- |

and the injured or sick all have been |
thrown together for a tercifying

ulations, the new law |

abuscs. Congress specifi- |
cally has directed the US- |
DA to address humane in-
tervals for watering, feed- |
ing, and resting the horses. |
The HSUS will push hard for

safety provisions such as adequate head- |
room {or large horses. nonskid {loors, |
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Our investigations revealed that slaugh-
ter-bound horses routinely have |

shorter than horses. By the |




HSUS volunteers and staff unload a double-deck livestock wrucks load of slawghier-

bowund horses during « 1995 investigation of a New York State killer buyer.

emergency-aceess doors, and protection
from the clements. The regulations should
require that veterinarians examing all hors-
ey prior to transport to ensure the horses
are physically able to withstand the stress
of Tong-distance travel. In addition, the reg-
ulations should prokibit the transport of
mares in later stages of pregnancy and any
foals six months old or younger. We will
work with the USDA to create the
strongest possible regulations, but ulti-
mately it is the depth of pubhic interest that
will deternine whether the regulations ate
stringent and comprehensive.

We owe a heartfelt thanks to Rep. Bill
Goodling of Pennsylvania and Sen, Witch
McConnell of Kentucky, who introduced
the origing] legislation and showed con-
siderable tenacity in keeping it alive. Both
men refused to back down, even when the
viability of any bill was threatened by
powerful livestock fobbyists, who reneged
on their earlier agreements to support the
reforms. Representative  Goodling  and
Senator MeConnell received considerable
help from Rep. Steve Gunderson of Wis-
consin, chairman of the House Livestock,
Dairy, and Poultry Subcommittee, who
negotiated a scitlement that kept a modi-
ficd version of the legislation i the furm
bill package.

We also greatly appreciate the crucial
roles played by the Amcrican Horse

Council and the American Horse Protec-
tion Association. Both organizations built
congressional support for this measurc.
They also worked with us {o achicve a

consensus backed by a broad coalition of

BOLLINGERHSUS

horse interests, veterinarians, and animal-

L protection groups.

The HSUS would have greatly pre-
ferred to sec fegislation enacted to climi-
nate horse slaughter entively: the end of
the U.S. trade in horse meat is our goal.
However, it 1s clear that Congress is un-
willing to ban horse slaughter at this time.
Given that more than 2.5 million horses
have been shipped to slaughier in the
United States within the last decade
alone- oflen in abysmal conditions --we
decided to pursue, with considerable ur-
geney, whatever federal protections were
achievable. We belicve this new law will
reduce the number of horses who can
be sent to slaughter and improve the treat-
ment of those who are sent, while we
continue to work toward climinating the
trade contirely. Write Lonnic ). King,
Administrator, APHIS, USDA, Rm. 312-
E. Admimstration Bldg., Washington, DC
20250, and urge the USDA to adopt strong
and enforceable regulations.- -Tring Bel-
lak, Esq.. HSUS associate director of Fed-
eral Legistation; Marc Paulhus, HSUS di-
rector of Equine Protection

WILDLIFE

Another State Ballot Victory

Californians reject trophy hunting of lions

ountain lions emerged victori-
Mous in the first of several hunt-
ing- and trapping-related mea-
surcs appearing on statewlide ballots in
1996. In California’s March primary, vot-
ers decisively defeated Proposition 197,
which would have climinated protected
status for mountain Hons and granted the
state Fish and Game Commisston the au-
thority to allow hunters to kill the animals
for rophics. The HSUS and the Sacra-
mento-based Mountain Lion Foundation
led opposition to the measure, which re-
ceived major financial support from the
National Rifle Association (NRA)Y and Sa-
fari Club International.
Supporters argued that the Fish and
Garne Commission should have authority

to manage mountain lions and, citing two
fatal lion attacks on people in 1994,

P claimed that the animals pose a threat to

public safety. The HSUS and other oppo-
nents countered that hunting lions with
hounds is inbumane and unsporting and
does nothing to protect the public. (Cxist-
ing law alrcady allows the state to kill in-
dividual lions who threaten public safety
or livestock.)

Although the NRA und other groups
pumped more than half a million dollars
into promoting the measure, only 41.8
percent of the voters supported it. “*Cali-
fornia voters rejected the NRA transpar-
ent scare tactics and reaffirmed their op-
position to the trophy hunting of moun-
tain lions,” stated Nancy Perry, HSUS di-
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