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Setting ‘the floor
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for horse haulers

WASHINGTON, D.C.—Just days
ago S1283/HR2433, the Safe Commercial
Transportation of Horses for Slaughter Act of
1695 was rated the one humane bill with a
chance o clear the present Congress.

Introduced by Senator Mitch
McConnell (Kentucky) and Representative
Bill Goodling (Peansyivania)., both members
of the Republican majority, S1283/HR2433
was jointly endorsed by the leading horse

industry group, the American Horse Council; |

the American Horse Protection Association;

- the Humane Society of the United States; the

American  Association of Equine

i Then Cathleen Doyle of the

. California Equine Council saw the text. -

the American Humane -
Association. and the American SPCA.

“S1283/HR2433 as currently drafi-
ed fails to accomplish its goal,” Doyle
charged in a seven-page November 1 memo,
*which was to prohibit the transport of
equines bound for slaughter in cattle vehicles.
Failing that, it does, however, regulate into
law many inhumane and dangerous proce-
dures and methods of handling.”

Acknowledging that S1283/HR2433 -
would set minimum standards for horse care

"en route to slaughter, where at preseal none

exist, Doyle argued that the current language -
of the bill sets the floor so low as to change

" little or nothing about present practice.

S1283/HR2433 stipalaies, for instance, that,
“No horse for staughter shall be transported
for more than 24 hours without being allowed
IR .. (continued on pase 19}
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Association; and Projoct Equus,

snd given access o ldeqmu quantitics of -.- .~ Offcred AHA legislative director

. wholesome food and ponble saler” -

' Returned Doyle. ~That borses
e currenlly being waasperied {or over 34

bowrs aithoul water, food, or resd does oot -

make 24 bours acceptable™ <1 -
" Doyle noted vague and lhcre!’or:
potentially uncaforceable laaguage

throughout 51283/HR2433, allowicg leg-

islative intent to be undone by weak imple-

* meoting regulalions. Sbe woondered why,

for example, 1 roquircment that the interi-
on of borse-hauling vehieles should "be
ralntained in 2 sanilary coadition™ didn't
state o clear black-and-while rhar,
“Between turnarounds, isteriors of vebi-
cles sball be cleaned, wasbed, and dry,”
the latter to preveat shppmg hooves,
“before loading.™

Doyle 1130 wondered why the
recommending word “sbould™ wis used
iostead of the prescriptive “shali” io a
clause stating st “If 2 borse suffers a
substaatial ipjury of illoess while being
transporicd for slaughbter, the driver of the
vehicle shouwld scek prompt assistance from
1 Jarge animal vetetisgarian,”

Doyle questioped papcrwork
requirements hat left esseatial docurments
with rucking companies iastead of with
USDA slaughier plaot inspectors. Further,
sbe argued, “Tavestigations and inspec-
tions sbould pot be limited to the USDA.
Language should be aded 1o allow invest-
galicns acd inspecuons by all ageacics and
sacieties with law enforcement powens.”

Further, Doyle suared, =$128W
HR 2433 needs 1o address the custody of
animals seized and held 23 evidezee,™ in
event of 2 prosecytion.

Castration

The kicker was section (SWB):
“Stalliens shail be segregated (oo other
borses.”

“Haulery are ¢assading sallans
on the auction floor 30 1 to cireumvent
s now,” Doyle chargedd, 28 swic states
apparcatly bave similar legrslation in
effect—tbe intent of which is t& preveat’
borses from fighting ia traasit If
$1283/4R2431 passes wiibeul xacadacat
Doyie asseried. “Stallions will b casoqat-
od, many without apesibesizz will e beld
for a couple of days; aod will hea be
loaded, as boiding them longer wouid oot
be cost-effective, a0d would not meet the
seven-day dme limit* the dill sers o ceti-
fications of fitcess for waasport, atich are
to be issued by r veterinarian.
“Hormeoally, a freshly castrated sullion
will be unchaaged for several =ooths.
Utdue pain aod sufferag could be i=flicted
upoen stallions, by r:gu anou. just w kill
them,” ~-

Amendments

Doyle argues that siz :zend-
meats 10 5123 VHR2438 are exseotial

+ The bauling area of vehicies
transparling $ix or maore borsex (o slavghter
{the smallest gumber Ekely o be banied 2
long distance by a killr/buver) mux be 1
minimum of seven feet bigh, 30 tha borses
can stand comforably npright

» Horsct should sot be Sayled in -

double-decked vehicles, in which they
_defecaie and urinate 00 coe nother: B
* Vebicles tragsporting six ot

" more horscs to slaughter should got be

dlowed to cary other species. o,
© .+ Horses must be ualoadad, fed,
and watered every 10 10 12 bours. I they

srea’t bauled Qo cattle trucks,” Dovle .

ootes, ~ualoading and reloading borses.”
to avoid e potential hazards of faeding
aod watering aboaniauuck, "isnuueu—

ouspoblean”, - v -, Coeta s

- . .4 The sullion scgregasion policy
must be redel' ined 10 du:mmge p-uuu-o{-
* sale casraiiens - 3 caeel '

" Adele Douglass, “We think these ars good

commenls, aud ue wdl be looltmg into

Defense

them.” -

Not surprisingly, original back-
ery affdiated with the horss indusuy geacy-
ally like SIZ83/HR2413 as wristen.

~Senator McCooncll inzoduced 3

similar bill at the end of we last Congress,”
notes American Horse Couacil president
James J. Hickey Jr. “The present fegisla-
tion is stronger than the original bill. We
belicve it addresses most of the problems.
and is stroag, practical. and passable.”

American Association of Equine
Practitioners executive director Gary
Carpenter is a bi¢ more cautious, “This leg-
islation will gready improve ibe conditicas
with which borses must live while being
transported 10 processing {acililies,” he
says, “However, since this particular mea-
sure is slill being discussed in the Senale,
it i3 100 early to comment on its effective-
ness of other vaniables which are sure (0
arise.”

“Withou! exception,” says
AHPA crecutive director Robin Lohoes,
~ail of the concerns that Ms. Doyle bas
epxressed bave bees thoroughly considered
and debated by the initial drafiers of the
legisiation duriag the past three years.
Many issues were difficult o address.
Resching consensus zmoog squine profes-
siopals. the vetcrinary community. and
humane organizations as (5 proper cquine
busbagdry praciices is a complex process.
For example, to dae, thee is 0o cooclu-
sive scientific daw specifically relating 10

(ke length of tme 2 borss can go without

wiater. The current lasguage is based on a
consensus of professiocal opinion taking
inlo considerauca & variery of factors,”
Robin Duxbury of Project Equus
¢hallenges thar 2laim. ~HSUS, AYHA, and

" the ASPCA are all cu record as considering

the practice of limitiag water intake by
pregmant mares cu utiac farms inhumane,”
Duzdury notes. “Yeou the Recommended
Code of Practice for the Care and
Handling of Horses in PMU Operations,
dismibuted by Ayerst Orpazies Lad | which
is the compaay thai uses the pregoaast
mare’s urine to make the dormane drug
Premaria, states that “Water should be
offered at Jeass twice a day.’ If that stan-
dard 1 unacceptable to those humane
poups, how cao they accept 1 lesser stan-

dand applied w borses i raaspant”
Lobaes also argues that putling
prescriplive language inte a federal bill
would be improper. “It is izportast 1o dis-
lioguith between legislatinn and its
enforc:menl zm. regulation,” -she
| “Pn puve laguage gemenlly

-, opiney Doyle. "Americans do uot eat

_ boncment and fiad the practice offensive.
Equines ia the U.S. are not classified as
_agricultural commodities. Equincs are

taned as luxury animaly, ot Gvestock,™
.~ ln Califorsia, Doyle continues,
equiges were once coosidered livestock,
but their Segal siatus was recendy changed
0 “companjon wimal,” and 1 she powma
out, “Pets ind other companion animals
are protecied from stauphter for food ™
. Fiually, Doyle sayr, “The
Depantment of Agriculure and Depariment
of Commerce neglected to get the
A ican people’s permissica to blatantly
viclate the coveaaat established by our
forcfathers lo [aver eguines aad protcct
them from use a3 meat apimals.
Accordiogly, the foreign-owned and dri-
veg borse slaughter industry operates with-
out disclosure to either the seller or the
public. Thus far,” Doyle finishes, ~the
borsemieat indusiry has operated (ke a sal-
vage busizess. They dea’t rise their own
s1ock, but instead covertly prey oa peo-
ple’s compaaien animals. They ¢ram hors-
3 ooto caltle vehickes so they Can ¢t rans-
port costs W balfl by doisg numarounds with
the hog indusuy. Horses commonly travel
30 hours straight because ey have oever
provided feediors for reat, food, apd water,
Let’s put an end to their free ride, and
demand that they function as a legitimate
business.™

Says FeA president Priscilla
F:ra!. u.\.m; 1 barder lme sul.l.. “We are
- d in reguk i that
should be ﬂsollshed., Sl"l!lHRzﬂJ
would legalize and regulite a beinous
indusiry. FoA will aot support (his bill,
lnstead, we'il keep working to put the
entire industy oul of business.”

Bul the borsepeal indusiry isa’t
the branch of e horss business with the
most Lo say about whether or not
51283/HR1438 passes. Horseflesh is of
declining importance w pet food makers,
wity tbe recent growth of powry and bog
production: and e gluc factory these days
is mainly 1 mewgior, a5 rendeing horses
other than for pet food long since ceased to
be greatly profiable Yet the borse racing,
saddlehorse, 10d PMU industrics sill bave
bundreds of thousands of displaced or
“retired”™ borses 1o dispose of each vear.
The borsemear market is the valy major
disposal venve lo show increaiod demand
and profiabiity over the past 10 yoars.

Back at the ranch
Meagwhile back al the aoch, ic's
business as usyal, as alieged in a receat -
HoreAid represennative’s field report. The
represeniative taced 3 puir of sorrel mares
deemed good rescue prospects to "Slim
Hart's rapeh i Coroga. Mr. Har,™" she
“explained, “is a beavy buyer of slaughter

P

hu: within the rezulatory process. Neither

the Senate nor the House Agriculture

Committees, 10 which S1283rHR243)
bave been referred, are receptive 1o lan-
guage that is regulatory in pansre”

This is because these sommitess
are dominated by politicians beholden w0
agricultural interests, which are oot eager
w be closely regulaied. But the b
ladustry s miniscule relative 1o pther

branches of agimal agribusiness, and e -
-curreat House has iscluded prescriptive:

haaguage in virtually every bill it has
approved. To be sure, such languige bas

* ofizz held up bills in the Scoate. andfor

provoked threats of Presidential veta,
Compromzse ?

- “To those who oppose Sl"83l .

lm2433 ou e grounds that it sanctions
borse slaughter,™ Lobnes adds, . "although
AHPA does oot cowdone borse slaughter, .
its. ultimate - reponubuhly is to all..
borses—which unfommately doe: inciude .
bmdasumdfwuwlhu:'. .

i« Foals weighing Tess than 600 - +. .7 The degree o which r.be humane

=l 27" Aligned with "CEC are the”
Cah!omu Stare Horsemen's Association, -

. 2n affiliate of the Amaricin Hore Council;’

" Fricads of Animals: the Humme Farmimg

oouary s Tegally nupeﬂlndun-ﬂmm

pmma.uhouldmt £0 0 abaghter 2t all. . . comamunity s williag 10 aumproqise with -
0 indastry may de:emlae the fae of ;

SIZWI-RIO:I =
~"The borsedeat mdu.!u-y in ‘this

barses from Mike's Auction.” in Mira,
Loma, Califorma. Al the Hart ranch, the
represeatative observed “A bay mare with a”
brokeo leg. She bad bones proquding from
the skin through a bole about the sizc of a
grapefruit. Mr. Hat was hining be borse |
. on the rear to get ber (o move toward an
open trailer. The mare took & few sieps,
got fairly close 1o the trailer, then col-
lapsed. Mr. Hart and two other peaple tried
to get ber up without success. Al that,
point,”. the representative continved, T
asked Mr. Hartif [ could purchase the mare
from bim and get 3 vewrinaian out o put.
the horse down. He said 0. The mare
. was evephually dragged aboard the ek at
the end of a rope, p\dledbylnﬂhcﬂmck.
, ben bauled wderdeath ol
=-: Basad oa the HomeAid mm
Lagve's depuuum., tbe Pomooa Humage
_Society later cited Mart and a female assis-
.ot for cruelty, As ANIMAL PEOPLE
; went'lo presy, bowever, the local district
Hmeyhadmtrﬂdslddmpmlbv-

.+ e (Letters’ addressing $1283/

HR2433 shaeld be sent to yoor owe
Senators and Represemtative, *with copies
o Senator Mitch McConaell,™ 361-A
Russell * Semats 2 Office’” Building;
Washlagion, . DC 70510," and Rep. BIl
- Goodling,” 1143 Rayburn Howse OfMice
Buiiding, Wadhlogtoa, DC 20518}






